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The support letter should be 3-4 paragraphs and should provide an independent assessment of the applicant’s contributions and achievements. Referees are encouraged to provide specific examples and evidence of impact rather than describing the applicant’s qualities. The suggested opening phrases below are intended as guidance; referees are welcome to structure the letter in their own words.
To the EO Excellence Award Selection Committee,
Paragraph 1 – Relationship and context
Suggested opening: “I am pleased to support…” / “I have known [Applicant]…”
Briefly introduce yourself, your professional role, and your relationship with the applicant. Explain how long and in what capacity you have known or worked with them, and establish your basis for providing the recommendation.
Paragraph 2 – Achievements and contribution
Suggested opening: “[Applicant]’s work has…” / “A particularly significant contribution has been…”
Describe the applicant’s key achievements, contributions, or body of work that you consider relevant to the award. Where possible, highlight specific examples and explain their significance to the Earth observation community or to the relevant field.
Paragraph 3 – Impact, originality and wider significance
Suggested opening: “What distinguishes [Applicant]’s contribution is…” / “The impact of this work extends beyond…”
Comment on what makes the applicant’s work notable, for example its originality, scientific, sociatal or technical importance, innovation, influence on the community, practical applications, or contribution to the development of Earth observation. Specific evidence, examples, or outcomes are encouraged.
Paragraph 4 – Overall recommendation
Suggested opening: “For these reasons…” / “In light of these contributions…” / “I therefore strongly support…”
Provide an overall statement of support for the nomination. Briefly summarise why you consider the applicant deserving of recognition and, if appropriate, mention the qualities or contributions that you believe make them a strong candidate for the EO Award.
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