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Boost! 3 – European Flight Ticket Initiative

European flight ticket initiative is a cooperation between ESA and the European Union

Providing recurrent & 

affordable European launch 

services for ready-to-fly 

IOD/IOV satellites

For IOD/IOV satellite operators

Call for expression of 

interest open

Submit your ready-to-fly 

IOD/IOV satellite and 

participate in the 

European Flight Ticket 

Initiative!

For Launch Service Providers

Recurring Invitations to 

Tender for Launch Services

Submit your offer to launch a 

ready-to-fly IOD/IOV satellite 

and participate in the 

European Flight Ticket 

Initiative!

Supporting the early 

commercialisation of new 

European launch vehicles
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Flight Ticket Initiative – Eligible Launch Services

Five European Launch 

Service Providers were 

selected in a competitive 

tendering process in early 

2024

The selected Launch Service 

Providers have signed Flight 

Ticket Frame Contracts with 

ESA

Launch Services for IOD/IOV 

missions are available as 

from 2025

European IOD/IOV Launch Services
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Flight Ticket Initiative – How does it work?

STEP 1 - For IOD/IOV satellite operators

Do you plan an IOD/IOV mission with a satellite that is ready 

to fly?

 Apply for a Flight Ticket !

Enter your application by submitting your proposal to the Call 

for Expression of Interest (link)

The Calls is open until 15th March 2026 with cut-off dates on:

• May 31st 2023, 18:00 (CET); - Closed

• March 15th 2024, 18:00 (CET); - Closed

• September 2nd 2024, 18:00 (CET);

• March 15th 2025, 18:00 (CET);

• September 1st 2025, 18:00 (CET);

• March 15th 2026, 18:00 (CET).

Note that you can also submit a proposal for an IOD/IOV 

Experiment needing aggregation

https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/calls-proposals/orbit-demonstrationvalidation-20232026_en
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Flight Ticket Initiative – How does it work?

STEP 1 - For IOD/IOV satellite operators

What is your benefit to apply?

 Get to fly your IOD/IOV satellite at very favourable conditions !

Through the Flight Ticket Initiative, ESA and the European Commission are co-funding the launch service 

price for the IOD/IOV ready to fly satellites selected!

The IOD/IOV satellites operator is expected to contribute as follows to the launch service:

Note that in case the candidate ready-to-fly IOD/IOV satellite provider is a university or a research institute 

without further commercial interest, EU/ESA funding for launch services may rise to 100%
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Flight Ticket Initiative – How does it work?

STEP 2 – For Launch Service Providers
Are you looking to launch IOD/IOV missions with a satellite 

that is ready to fly?

 Submit your proposal !

If you are an eligible Launch Service Provider under the Flight 

Ticket Initiative, please respond to the recurring competitive 

Invitations to Tender (ITT) posted by ESA

Successful bidders will be selected by ESA

The Invitations to Tender follow the sequence of the IOD/IOV 

Satellite cutoff dates by ca. 4 - 6 months

The next Invitation to Tender is planned for this summer

Stay tuned!
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Flight Ticket Initiative – How does it work?

STEP 3 – Contractual Agreement Setup

Launch Service 

Provider

IOD/IOV Satellite 

Operator

Flight Ticket Frame Contract

Flight Ticket

Work Order

Launch Service

Agreement
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Boost! – The Programme at your Fingertips

The Boost! Programme featured on ESA’s web portal: 

www.esa.int/boost

The Call for Expression of Interest: (link)

Watch out for Flight Ticket Launch Service ITTs: esa-star 

Publication

Your contact to the Boost! team: boost@esa.int

http://www.esa.int/boost
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/calls-proposals/orbit-demonstrationvalidation-20232026_en
https://esastar-publication-ext.sso.esa.int/
https://esastar-publication-ext.sso.esa.int/
mailto:boost@esa.int
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